PRESENT NORMS AND GUIDELINES FOR CELEBRATION OF THE MASS

We have begun the process of returning to a pre-pandemic celebration of the Liturgy.
We will continue to follow the established guidelines we have been using, which are enumerated below.
The remainder will be introduced gradually.

1. Masks: Fully Vaccinated. Effective May 15, 2021, fully vaccinated people no longer
need to wear a mask in any setting.

Unvaccinated. From ages 5 and older must cover their mouth and nose with a
mask when present for any Mass or liturgical celebration.

2. Hand sanitizer: All entering the Church are asked to use hand sanitizer placed at the
entrance.

3. Music Ministry: Choir may resume.

4. Lord’s Prayer and Sign of Peace: We are to continue the practice of refraining from
holding hands during the Lord’s Prayer and shaking hands during the Sign
of Peace (bow or verbal gesture is appropriate).

5. Distribution of the cup: The distribution of the cup remains suppressed for deacons
and the lay faithful until further notice.

6. Ushers: resume their normal procedures/functions as it was pre-Covid-19 except for
collections. We will continue to use the baskets placed in the entrance.

7. Bulletins: We will continue to distribute them electronically until further notice.

God'’s blessings upon you all. Father Gerry

The Catholic Church Of The Visitation
8462 General Puller Highway/P.O. Box 38
Topping, Virginia 23169 Phone: 804-758-5160
E-Mail: churchofthevisitation@va.metrocast.net
Website: www.church-of-the-visitation.org
Pastor: Gerald Kaggwa Rectory: 804-286-9271

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

*For those who did not get an opportunity to see the inside of the
New Worship Area, after Mass today Don Delagrange will lead a
tour of the space.

*Will more artifacts be made available for Memorialization?

The memorials team has identified some additional items which will be offered shortly.

*When can we expect to return to full normalcy in all aspects of
church life and celebration?  Probably not till after Summer.

Specifically, we expect to reinstitute the collection counters’ ministry on 1 September
with a training session in August. We have not decided on when to distribute a paper
bulletin and are considering alternatives which will rely primarily on electronic
distribution of same.

Another consideration is our method of taking up the collections. Our old practice of
passing the baskets between individuals may not be feasible any longer, and our present
system is only interim.

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
JulylL2021  YearB




The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time July 11, 2021

Today’s readings remind us of our Divine adoption as God’s children and of our call to
preach the Good News of Jesus by bearing witness to God’s love, mercy, and salvation, as
revealed through Jesus: “God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world.” St. tells us in the
second reading of today.

The first reading from the book of the Prophet Amos, warns us that our witnessing mission
will be rejected, as happened to the Old Testament prophets like Amos. He was ordered by
Amaziah, the angry chief priest serving in the Northern Kingdom of Israel at Bethel, to take
his prophesying back to his own country, the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Amos defended
his prophetic role with courage, clarifying that it was not his, but God’s choice to elevate
him from a shepherd and tree-dresser to a prophet. Like Amos, we are chosen by God,
through the mystery of Divine adoption in Jesus, to become disciples and to preach the Good
News revealed through Jesus Christ.

In the second reading, St. Paul explains the blessings that we have received through our
Baptism and the responsibility we have to become witnesses who spread the teachings

of the Gospel. Then Paul reveals the Divine secret that it is God’s eternal plan to extend
salvation, through Jesus, to all mankind — first to the Jews and then to the Gentiles. Hence,
the Jews and Gentiles and all Christians wherever they come from, need to love, help, and
respect one another, and thus, proclaiming Jesus, by giving true witness through their lives.

In today’s Gospel, Mark the evangelist tells the story of Jesus’ commissioning of the twelve
apostles to preach the “Good News” of repentance, forgiveness of sins, liberation, and
salvation through Jesus. Just as God sent the prophet Amos to preach repentance to ancient
Israel and St. Paul to preach the Good News of salvation to the Gentiles, so Jesus sends forth
the Twelve to proclaim the Good News of God’s Kingdom and to bring healing to those who
need it most. Today’s Gospel reports the instruction Jesus gave the apostles for their first
mission. They are to be walking illustrations of God’s love and providence in action. They
are to preach repentance, a change of heart and a change of action taking people from a
self-centered life to a God-centered life.

We, too, have a witnessing mission: We are called to be witnessing disciples and
evangelizing apostles. As witnessing disciples, we need to follow, imitate, reflect, and
radiate Jesus to others. As apostles, we need to evangelize the world by sharing with others
our experience of God and His Son Jesus. We are called to proclaim Jesus’ Gospel which
promised salvation by our transparent Christian lives and words, radiating the love, mercy,
forgiveness, spirit of humble service and concern of Jesus to the people
around us. We also have the liberating mission of helping to free people
from the demons which hold them back or hold them down. Such as: ha-
tred, jealousy, racial

prejudice, injustice, poverty, hunger, and all those things which diminishes
the dignity of a human being. We need the help of Jesus to liberate both
ourselves and others from these things. Like Amos in the first reading,

and like the Apostles in the Gospel, we need to be ready to accept God’s
call to go to his people and bring them His saving message.

TODAY’S MASS MUSIC
. . Entrance: God Has Chosen Me #384
First Readlng: Responsorial: page 187
Amos 7:12-15 Offertory: The Summons #384

Communion: Bread For The World #341
Meditation: Precious Lord, Take My Hand #663
Recessional: City Of God #385

Responsorial Psalm:

Lord, let us see your
kindness, and grant us your

salvation.
TODAY’S ASSIGNMENTS

Second Reading:
Ephesians 1:3-14

Community Leader: John McCormack
Altar Server: Steve Forte
Cantor: Cindy Powers

Gospel:
Mark 6:7-13

Fucharist Minister: Donna Brandl
Lectors: Eileen O'Brien/John Weidner

Very Reverend Gerald Kaggwa, V.F.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
X ) h

Beryl O’Connor, Julian Alter, Lee Paul, :
Jenny Johnson Ramey & Margaret Webb \<

PARISHIONERS

Spike Nunn, John King, Jim Moncure, Peggy Williams, Lois & Skip Kramb, Marianne Krop,
Tom Foley, Toni & Nikki Traynor, Michele Meanely, Jack & Louise Petralia, Tom Wash, Paul
Pearce, Lynn & Jim Vajda, Min Tassone, Grace Anderson, Natalie Smith, Lorie & Sal Messina,
Pat Paul, Georgia Beville, Margaret Hock, Anne Dunn, Michelle Chmiel, Tom & Cindy Jessee,

Mike Lokie, Steve Kirsch, Marilynne Cerullo, Tom Hawksworth, Mary Ann & Kenneth

Gulick, Nancy Wirth, Bettie Hodge, Bob & Ingrid Borden, Laurie King, Becky Nunn, Bill &

Linda Gray, Carol Smith, Pat & Lee Reamy, Janine Jaboulay, Carole McPherson, Colin Walsh.

FAMILY OF PARISHIONERS

Arnold Fahrman, John Matthews, Ramon Placiente, Jillian Messina, Karen Tatum, Lynn
Messina, Dave Hersh, Mike Shea, Krop Family, Pam Tibbs, Sherry Newton, Aquela Parker,
Khloe Nipper, Bernie Smith, Virginia Talke, Phil Melancon, Ray Kostesky, Doris Melancon,

Dominick Perry, Kimberly Lavinder, Doug Meuse, Michele Brune, Noele & Mike Anglin,

Anita Bomberger, Drinkwater Family, Kathy Shepherd, Lucy Walker, Suzanne Whelan, Jim
Rundle, Rundle-Kehl family, Doris & Arthur Green, Rachel, Brian & Marcus Pittman, Robbie
Beasley, Sandra Bush & Children, Mary Gray, Denis Popp, PJ Schwedler, John Calvin Barnard,

Colleen O'Rollins, Michael Reamy, Natash Walsh, Ellen DeMaurez, Michele MacFarland,
LC Warren, Sandy Alter, Andy & Iris Hetzer.

FRIENDS OF PARISHIONERS

David Smith, Sandy Bruce, Matt & Marianna Parowski, Penny Hoar, Gene Tunney Walker,
Joe McInerney, The Butt Family, Greg Chambers, Bristow Family, Peg Meushaw, Dave Gunn,
Chuck Taylor, Paula Harcum, Cathy Kirkland, Remy Maine Miller, Jessie Debusk, Ryan &
Jeanne Norris, Donna Newcomb, Vickie Hogge, Pumpkin Brownley, Rita Blommel, Brenda
Knupp, Ashely Scott & family, Susie Loustaunau, Elizabeth Panzer, Linda Cryer, Tyra Freed,
Valerie McCarthy, John Rychtarik.

If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List please contact the office by email or phone.




MAIL IN OFFERTORY, AND ON LINE DONATIONS: July 4, 2021

Collection: $ 2,681

Second Collection:

Total Offertory Collection Year to Date $ 2,681

Total Budget Projection: $ 2,706 : a ]10/[{' é’é,,,ﬂ
There is no second collection today. g {:ﬁ the
We did not sign any principal checks this week: Visitation

BIRTHDAY'’S FOR JULY

2nd, Kathy Kauffman, 4th-Lisa Forte ¢ Eileen Wagner, 5th-Leisa DeCollibus.
6th-Colinm Walsh, 9th-John Charbeneau, 11th-Brendan O’Brien, 13th-Tessa Stowell,
15th-John Weidner ¢ Serena Beckett, 16th-Jim Brown, 17th-Sal Messina,
20th-Bettie Hodge ¢ Andrew Bury, 21st-Kathy Swinchart, 24th-Laurie Mears,
27th-Ingrid Borden ¢ Jo Brown, 29th-Christine Tutak, 30th-Bill Harris.

ANNIVERSARY’S FOR JULY
7th-Bill & Georgia Campbell, 16th-Tom ¢ Bea Foley

onciliation room

Sheet rock done and the trimming has begun. The church proper is coming together.

The brick is almost done on both sides. The front and back are all that’s left to finish.

The SNEEZE

They walked in tandem, each of the ninety-two students filing into the
already crowded auditorium. With their rich maroon gowns flowing and
the traditional caps, they looked almost as grown up as they felt.

Dads swallowed hard behind broad smiles, and Moms freely brushed away
tears.

This class would NOT pray during the commencements, not by choice, but
because of a recent court ruling prohibiting it.

The principal and several students were careful to stay within the guidelines
allowed by the ruling They gave inspirational and challenging speeches, but
no one mentioned divine guidance, and no one asked for blessings on the
graduates or their families.

The speeches were nice, but they were routine until the final speech received
a standing ovation.

A solitary student walked proudly to the microphone. He stood still and
silent for just a moment, and then, it happened.

All 92 students, every single one of them, suddenly SNEEZED!!

The student on stage simply looked at the audience and said,
'GOD BLESS YOU'
And he walked off the stage...

The audience exploded into applause. This graduating class had found a
unique way to invoke God's blessing on their future with or without the
court's approval.

This is a true story which has been “tweaked” a bit but you get the message!

Excited and Blessed!



http://www.church-of-the-visitation.org/

Fourth of July 2021
Reprinted from last week by popular demand.

This year’s Fourth of July will be very memorable, yes, we are still
dealing with the coronavirus pandemic, but unlike last year, when
all our public celebrations were much different — no big gatherings,
parades cancelled, fireworks muted-we will probably celebrate in a
more relaxed manner. With families and friends coming together
after a long time, it will be a ‘real independence’.

Independence is the most precious present one can enjoy, so [ ask
each of you to reflect on what exactly independence means. The
Freedom, the Liberty, the Rights we all enjoy cannot be bought by
money; they are God given, and it is our responsibility to defend
them. So, before we celebrate Independence Day, we should be
grateful to our loving God and to those who gave their lives to
defend our freedoms and liberties and those who continue to do so
in service to our nation.

The Preamble to the U.S. Constitution states that our citizenry
came together to try to form a more perfect union. We know we
are far from being Perfect, Divisions still exist, mistrust of each
other grows, and some instances of injustice may still exist. But
that does not mean we should give up trying to be more perfect as
individuals, as Christians, as citizens and as a nation. Encouraged
by the goodness we witness every day in the lives of so many, we
should express our hope that any failures of our past do not define
us as individuals, as a community or as a nation, and that we can
strive to achieve greater equality and justice.

So, this Fourth of July, let us thank God for the blessings we have
received, and ask for the courage we need as followers of Christ and
as faithful citizens to ensure that all God’s children are treated with
the dignity that is their due and are given their equal opportunity
to seek out life, liberty and pursuit of happiness. Let each one of us
make a promise to ourselves that as long as we live, by our actions
we will help America grow into a better and stronger Nation with
each passing day.

Happy and Blessed Fourth of July

Fr. Gerry

MEMORIAL DONATIONS

Remaining Memorials for now:
Pews and Choir
Chairs$250

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the
Lord, plans to prosperyou, and not to hAarm
you, plans to give you hopeand a future.

Jeremiah 29:11

THANKS

With livestreaming ending, for the time being, it’s appropriate to
thank Mike Dreelin and the fifteen month commitment he made to
this essential function of our Liturgy during the pandemic.
Week after week he provided the necessary technical expertise,
upgraded the system and chose the melodious music that so beautifully
enhanced the Liturgy. Likewise, during this period, Andrea manned
the office computer monitoring the system output, adding comments
when necessary, and assisting the viewers. They proved to be a
competent team for which we are eternally grateful. For you
information our New Worship Area will have a built-in capability for
live streaming if we need to do so again. Fr. Gerry

WHAT WILL BE YOUR LEGACY?

Everyone, during their lifetime, accumulates “things.”
Personal property such as vehicles, jewelry, real estate,
and savings or other financial accounts all make up the
“stuff” we gather during our lifetimes.

Potential , Purpose, Promise

But what happens to those things at our deaths? Who decides where
these things go? You can, if you act to create a will or other trust
document. This allows you to distribute your assets to the people
and causes you select; otherwise the legal system will determine the
distribution-at cost.

Through your will, you can designate a gift to our church that will
bless the Christian witness forever. Including the church in your will
costs you nothing now yet makes a wonderful faith witness for your
family, friends and others. It is a gift anyone can make, and costs
nothing during lifetime.




